
 

 

Friends of Coconut Tree to be expanded 

'Friends of Coconut Tree'(FoCT), a special training programme designed by the Coconut 
Development Board to tackle the scarcity of coconut climbers, will be expanded in more areas 
of Andhra Pradesh. 

A CBD release said here today that the special programme was designed with an objective 
of developing group of professionals for undertaking cultural operations and harvesting in 
coconut. FoCT programme is conducted in AP through the Horticultural Research Stations of 
Hort University, Krishi Vigyan Kendras and DSP Farm of the Board. 

So far 685 FOCTs have got training under the programme. 

It said the CDB, in association with the Department of Horticulture, Andhra Pradesh, is 
celebrating World Coconut Day 2015 on September two based on the theme Coconut for 
Family Nutrition, Health and Wellness at Swarna Vedika functional hall in MG Road, Vijayawada. 

The CDB has allocated Rs.1284.32 lakhs for implementing various schemes in Andhra 
Pradesh during 2015-16. AP is a traditional coconut growing area with a share of 6.03 per cent 
area and 8.52 per cent production in the country and enjoys first position in productivity (14997 
nuts/ha) among the major coconut growing states viz, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka (2013-
14). 

Since 1990, Board has been implementing various development schemes in Andhra 
Pradesh. The major thrust has been given to expanding the area under Coconut, improving the 
productivity of existing coconut holdings and promotes value addition in coconut by assisting the 
processing units and also strengthening the marketing system of coconut. 

Recently, Board has been providing leadership in organizing the farmers into collectives 
like Farmer Producer Organizations. The objective such farmer collectives is aggregation of 
farm produce, primary processing at primary level, adopting scientific package of practices for 
realizing better productivity, effective utilization of edible and non-edible by-products for 
augmenting the income of small and marginal coconut farmers. 

So far 664 Coconut Producer Societies (CPS), 50 Coconut Producer Federations (CPF) 
and 3 Coconut Producer Companies viz, M/s CHICOF, Srikakulam; M/s Dhananjaya CPC and 
M/s Noveeal CPC, East Godavari, are formed in the state of Andhra Pradesh. 

Coconut is cultivated in an area of 1.219 lakh ha in AP, with an annual production of 
1828.46 million nuts. Bulk of the coconut produced in the state is utilized for making ball copra, 
supply of mature nut to northern states and as tender coconut. There exists a tremendous 
scope for establishment of processing units for value added products, extending area under 
coconut and also in promoting dwarf varieties due to the huge demand of tender nuts in the 
country. Increasing the area under coconut plantation is one of the major development 
programme of the Board and so far has covered 18,672 ha in AP by providing assistance to the 
tune of Rs 884.64 lakhs.UNI CR VV ADB1654 
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