
Jul 29 2015 : The Times of India (Kochi)

Kalam's blueprint is state's guide
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State Has Taken Up Almost All Projects The Former President Outlined To Achieve Growth

Ten years ago on July 28, 2005, A P J Abdul Kalam   who was then the president   presented a vision 
document for the state's development in the state assembly .His mission was to make Kerala an 
economic powerhouse by 2015. He had identified 10 core areas where the state could prosper. But, 
after a decade, where does Kerala stand?
The state's per capita revenue deficit is Rs 1,024 and the per capita liability   which stands at Rs 

32,051   is higher than the average of all states.The state's total liability accounted for almost 29.4% 
of the gross state domestic product.
Even though growth has been slow, leaders from the UDF and the LDF admit that his vision 

statement brought a change and pushed the state towards innovation. “It has undoubtedly created 
a shift in our focus. From the traditional industrial sector to knowledgebased industry , there was a 
political consensus. We started thinking in a new way ,“ said former finance minister Thomas Isaac.

State planning board vicechairman K M Chandrasekhar said Kalam had correctly identified the 
key areas that could help socioeconomic growth and the state has made some real advancement in 
these sectors. He cited the setting up of the tourism investment promotion board and the ongoing 
Visit Kerala year initiative launched by the tourism department as two of the major initiatives 
by the government to promote tourism that would do justice to Kalam's vision of tourism as a 
potential area for the state's growth.

“With considerable increase in the plan allocation for tourism, a lot of work could be initiated on 
infrastructure that has attracted lot of private investments. Since tourism is an area which tourism 
is an area which needs tremendous private investment, the step we have taken will provide a major 
spurt to the state's economy ,“ he said.

However, it has not paved the way for significant growth. He had given thrust to tourism, 
waterways, ayurveda, deep sea fishing, ma urveda, deep sea fishing, major special economic 
zones, IT sector among others to channel development. “We have not excelled in tourism but our 
performance is not bad. Similar is the case of IT, fishing and other sectors. We have not launched 
new initiatives in these areas till date,“ said Isaac.

But, chief minister Oommen Chandy said that the state had progressed in the right 
direction.“Neera is just a perfect example. It changed the life of coconut farmers and created 
many job opportunities,“ said the chief minister.

The visionary leader's next priority was the development of waterways that is gaining momentum 
with the declaration of the 168-km long Kollam Kottappuram stretch as National Waterway-III. 
“Now, the Centre has come up with a suggestion that this could be extended southwards and 
northwards and to develop minor waterways in 10 rivers,“ said Chandrasekhar.

In his speech, Kalam had focused on utilizing the manpower in health sector to create an army 
of nurses and paramedics. Of late, considering the progress in the creation of qualified nursing 
staff, the Centre had come up with an order declaring that only three agencies would be allowed to 
recruit nurses. Two of these agencies are set up by the state government.

Chandrasekhar cited the launch of start-up villages and IT parks including Technopark, Info 
Park and SmartCity as the harnessing of knowledge products, which is regarded as one of the key 
strengths of the state.

Kalam had envisioned that val ue addition to tea, coffee, coconut and spices would boost 
the state's economy . His vision was later authenticated by coconut development board who 
calculated that if 1% of the 18 crore coconut palms would generate Rs 5,400 crore in additional 
revenue per year if set aside for neera tapping and give economic fillip to its 42 lakh coconut 
farmers.

At the same time, Chandrasekhar said that the state was unable to make sufficient progress in 
using space technology for industrial development.
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