Augment coconut quality seedling production and
value addition to realize the potential of coconut in
Gujarat - Coconut Farmers’ and Entrepreneurs’ meet
Coconut Farmers’ and Entrepreneurs’ meet held

at Junagadh Agricultural University Auditorium,
Junagadh, Gujarat on 12th
September 2015
stressed on the need to augment quality coconut
seedling production and value addition to realize
the potential of coconut in Gujarat. The meet
was organized by Coconut Development Board
(CDB) in association with Junagadh Agricultural
University, Junagadh and the Department of
Agriculture and Co operation, Government of
Gujarat.
Shri. Mohanbhai Kalyanjibhai Kundariyaji,
Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Agriculture
& Farmers’ Welfare, Government of India
inaugurated the progarmme. The annual turnover
of coconut industry in India is 20,000 crore and
our exports are worth Rs.2,600 crores. Gujarat is
not producing much coconut products except
tender coconuts. Therefore farmers should learn
value addition practices promoted by Coconut
Development Board. Shri. Kundariya further said
that the government would favorably consider the
request of the Board for establishing a State Centre
and a Demonstration cum Seed Production Farm
in the state. The central government is working on
a proposal for an umbrella insurance scheme for

farmers which will cover their families, crops, farm
equipments etc.
Shri. Rajeshbhai Naranbhai Chudasmaji,
Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Junagadh in his
presidential address said that a proposal to set up a
State Centre and DSP Farm of CDB in Gujarat was
pending approval of the Central government. He
called upon the CDB to extend necessary support
for achieving better coconut productivity in the
state. Shri.Jasabhai Bhanabhai Barad, Hon’ble
Minister of State for Agriculture Govt. of Gujarat
said that he would demand the central government
to increase assistance from Rs.6500 per hectare
that farmers are getting for sowing horticulture
crops.
Shri. T K Jose IAS, Chairman, Coconut
Development Board in his keynote address said
that Gujarat is sixth in terms of area under coconut
in the country and occupies the seventh position in
production. Majority of coconut gardens are located
in Junagadh, Gir Somnath and Bhavnagar districts
of coastal Saurashtra. The state produces around
30 crore coconut nuts per year. Ahmadabad is the
second largest market of tender coconut where on
an average 50,000 coconuts come from other states
per day. Mangrol and Veraval are the major tender
coconut producing areas in the state. The coconut
acreage has gone up from 16,000 hectare in 200304 to 31,600 hectare in 2013-14 recording a growth
rate of 98%. Eleven districts of coastal Saurashtra
alone have potential to add two lakh hectares to
coconut cultivation. He added that CDB will set
up a Demonstration cum Seed Production (DSP)
farm and a state centre in Gujarat after getting
approval from Central government and after state
government allots land.
‘Coconut is a perennial trees crop having a lifecycle of 50 to 60 years. Therefore planting material
should be of high quality. There is lot of potential
for increasing the acreage of coconut cultivation in
Gujarat. But availability of quality seedling is a big
limitation,’ said Dr. A R Pathak, Vice Chancellor of
Junagadh Agricultural University, (JAU). JAU has
two seed production farms in Mangrol in Junagadh
district and Mahuva in Bhavanagar district.
However, its production capacity is around 15000
and 8,000 seedlings respectively per year against the
demand of around two lakh seedlings. "The Mahuva
farm will start supplying around one lakh seedlings
per year but it will take at least two years to begin.
Meanwhile, research is on tissue culture technology

in coconut seedling production. If
we succeed, this will reduce the time
required for seedling production,"
added the Vice Chancellor.
Shri. Jithubhai Hirpara, Mayor,
Junagadh Municipal Corporation,
Shri. Kanubhai Mepabhai Balala,
former
Deputy
Minister
for
Agriculture, Gujarat, Smt. Jyotiben
Vachhani, Ex Mayor, Junagadh, and
officials of Department of Agriculture,
Gujarat,
Junagadh
Agricultural
University & Coconut Development
Board and around 400 farmers from
Gujarat state took part in the meet.
The meet was followed by a technical
session wherein technical experts
spoke on the scenario and potential
of coconut in Gujarat, CDB Schemes,
Coconut Processing Industry in India
and its Potential in Gujarat -Assistance
for Value Addition in Coconut through
Technology Mission on Coconut and
Quality Planting Materials in Coconut
and suitable intercrops in Coconut
garden.

